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Leadership
Board of Directors
Tyson Lybeck, Chair
Edward Jones
Jenny Larson, Vice Chair
Bank Five Nine
Jay Evans, Secretary/Treasurer
Frontier Ag & Turf, retired
John Mike, DDS, Past Chair
Family Dentistry, retired
Father John Anderson
Immaculate Conception/
St. Patrick Parishes
Annie Brose
Doar, Drill & Skow
Katie Cole
The Golf Cave
Sean Fitzgerald
SF Insurance Group
Peter Kling
Edward Jones
Susan Yohnk Lockwood
Northwood Technical College
Dan Olien
Olien Family Chiropractic
Rachel Sauvola
New Richmond High School

Friends,
Community remains the key word in our organization’s name. People
who care about New Richmond and its future are at the heart of our
foundation. This past year, as we moved forward cautiously from the
worst of Covid and we returned to seeing one another face-to-face,
community and fellowship felt more meaningful than ever. A tentative
hug turned into a big embrace. Faces that were tiny on Zoom calls
became big and real again.
Our recent grant awards reflected a shift from the prior year as we
supported nonprofit organizations that were getting back to in-person
services and a new-normal. While raising our maximum grant award to
$2,500, we also supported more grant applications this year — thanks
to increased charitable gifts from individuals and businesses. This is
what the New Richmond Area Community Foundation is all about:
Fostering a nexus of giving and need. It’s about people coming together
to invest in making our community the best it can be.
With gratitude,

Staff
Margret Swanson
Executive Director
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Tyson Lybeck
Board Chair

Margret Swanson
Executive Director
Photo: Tom Lindfors (top)

IMPACT REPORT 2021-2022

“I have had people come in crying not
wanting to have to come here to get food but
realizing this was the only place left to go.
We reassure them that we understand, we
get it. They see how helpful everyone is here
and that no one is judging. We’re going to
help you until you can get back on your feet.”
— Jennifer Hanson

GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT: FIVE LOAVES FOOD SHELF
The door opens at Five Loaves Food Shelf and clients are
welcomed by volunteers. Many are familiar faces, some
are not. Conversations strike up: last night’s ball game,
the weather, the giant red tomatoes. One by one they
make their way up and down the aisles of canned goods
and condiments, bread and eggs, vegetables and fruit,
toothpaste, laundry detergent.
Somewhere in the mix, eyes meet: a teacher and a former
student, a church member and a fellow congregant, a coach
and a former player. In that moment, pride and self-esteem
collide in an uncomfortable feeling of humility precipitated
by life circumstances beyond anybody’s control. It is not
always easy to walk through that door, to ask for help.
At Five Loaves there is no judgment, only kindness,
compassion, and a desire to help. It is a hand-up, not a
hand-out, for as long as needed.
“All of our volunteers know that what happens here stays
here. Making the clients feel welcome is our first job,” Food
Services Manager Jennifer Hanson said. That is the mission
and the message both Hanson and Executive Director Jean
Needham exemplify and instill in their volunteers.
Volunteers sign a confidentiality notice and are trained
to respect everyone’s privacy in or out of the pantry. The
reasons people volunteer are as varied as the volunteers
themselves but one group of retirees has found the pantry
a particularly fitting match. “I think we end up with a lot
of retired teachers because they want to keep giving and
keep helping after they leave the classroom. Probably half

of our volunteers are retired teachers. This fits for them,”
Hanson said.
Hunger has always been with us. It consumes the most
vulnerable, the elderly, homeless and mentally ill, but as
recent events have shown, many of us are not immune to
its sting. The pandemic and ensuing economic contraction
cost millions their jobs and increased the need for food. It
demonstrated how precarious food and financial security
are for many families.
Food insecurity has supplanted hunger as part of a
deliberate campaign to combat the stigma associated with
the term hunger. The new terminology of food insecurity
provides a wider context, recognizing circumstances that
contribute to someone not having consistent access to
enough food to lead a healthy life.
“Instead of it just being about people being hungry, food
insecurity is about not being able to get the food that you
need because you must pay other bills first. You’ve got
rent, hospital bills, your car, your gas, those kinds of things.
People are finding there is less and less money to buy the
food that they need,” Hanson said.
“It really means what it has always meant, having to balance
all the rest of life’s demands against the need to eat. I don’t
view it as a stigma. It has no place here. The people that come
in here need some help.” — Jean Needham
Five Loaves regularly receives grants from our foundation and
benefits from our Hunger Destiny Driver Fund.
Photo: Tom Lindfors
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“You get back so much when you give. It’s
rewarding. Faith teaches you to appreciate
what you are given. You think of that, and
you give, and you don’t ever seem to run out.
You benefit more than the person who gets.”
— Elaine Anderson

FUNDHOLDER SPOTLIGHT: ELAINE ANDERSON
Saturday, March 10, 1951, a fierce
snowstorm hit the Village of Star
Prairie. It snowed for hours, burying
landmarks and turning roads into
a vast white tundra. It was one of
those storms a generation will never
forget. It was most memorable for
Elaine LaMirande and Curt Anderson
because it was the day they were
supposed to be married.
“Of all things. The snow was up to the
telephone poles. It was just a horrible
snowstorm. My dad said, ‘No one’s
going to be there,’” Elaine recalled.
Mothers and grandmothers had made
all the food including angel food cakes
for the wedding. Neighbors plowed
and re-plowed the roads leading to
Bethany Lutheran Church. Having
battled their way through the blizzard,
the couple arrived at the church to
find it full with family and friends. It
was an auspicious start to a friendship
and partnership that would span 66
years and see the couple raise three
children and become part of the New
Richmond community.
By the time of the wedding blizzard,
Elaine had started her career as a
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nurse. Curt was a mechanic at Johnson
Motors in New Richmond, repairing
lawnmowers for the golf course, and
selling chainsaws on weekends.
Curt’s skills as a mechanic, combined
with his humble demeanor and
quiet confidence, earned him Joye
Johnson’s trust as he became his
right-hand man, often taking on the
role as the face of Johnson Motors
in public. Over time he found himself
sitting on the boards of numerous
community organizations.
Elaine juggled raising three children
with her nursing career working in
homes and the hospital. When she
was offered the opportunity to create
the first school nurse position for the
New Richmond School District, she
built the program from the ground up,
working mornings in the elementary
school and afternoons in the high
school.
Elaine recalled when she and Curt
were deciding about partnering with
our foundation, it felt like the “why”
came from inside. They wanted to pay
forward the good fortune they had
been lucky enough to experience in

their lives together. They established
the Curtiss and Elaine Anderson
Family Scholarship Fund and the
Curtiss and Elaine Anderson NonEndowed Fund.
“Thinking about how Curt’s job came
about, how my nurse’s training came
about, we had been helped so many
times along the way and we thought
this is something we want to do. We
were very lucky. We wanted to help
others realize how much potential the
world has,” Elaine said.
Choosing to provide scholarships to
high school students reinforced the
importance of getting an education.
It promised to change the lives of
generations they will never meet.
“That was so important because Curt
never went beyond high school. I was
the only one that graduated from a
program in my family,” said Elaine.
Since Curt’s death in 2017, Elaine
has continued to give back to New
Richmond through their familynamed funds and with charitable gifts
to numerous causes.
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“It was Will. Being at the playground with
him, and watching him on the equipment,
he’s always four to five steps behind
everyone. Just realizing that, even if he’s
12 years old when this playground gets built,
or 13, he’ll still enjoy it and watching him be
in-step with everyone will make it worth it.”
— Teresa De Young

SPECIAL PROJECT GRANT: WILL’S PLAYGROUND
Will was six years old when his mom began her quest to
build a playground her son could enjoy as much as her
able-bodied daughter, Gracie. Will has Down Syndrome.
It was 2018 and Teresa De Young had just concluded her
participation in our past Leadership Training Initiative (LTI)
program.
LTI program participants were required to employ their
newly cultivated leadership skills in a collaborative capstone
project incorporating real-life ideas that would make a
difference in their community. That is where the notion for
a universal-designed playground to serve Will emerged.
Years later, Will’s Playground has taken shape as a project
embraced by the New Richmond community and planned to
be built in Mary Park.
A universal playground is designed to be accessible to all
individuals and eliminates barriers commonly found at
traditional playgrounds. A poured rubber surface makes
the ground easy to navigate for wheelchair users or anyone
with uneasy balance. The equipment emphasizes fewer
steps, more ramps, and more handrails. Sensory equipment
engages all senses in play.
This kind of equipment is expensive and beyond the cost
of traditional playgrounds. Just the poured rubber surface
costs at least $100,000. The project’s budget of more than
$500,000 includes City of New Richmond investments,
starting with renovating the park’s restrooms to be
accessible and family friendly.
De Young and her fellow volunteer teammates had little
fundraising experience, particularly for a project of this

scale. When Covid struck, it dismantled De Young’s team
and decimated fundraising opportunities. Doors closed and
donations ground to a halt.
De Young found herself alone and overwhelmed by the
seemingly unattainable goal. “I was reaching out to people
and getting no responses back. I just had surgery and was
recovering, just getting myself back to work. I was thinking,
$500,000, how in the world am I going to do this by myself,”
De Young recalled. In that moment, in the face of defeat, De
Young turned to Will. What she saw in him, what she felt in
her heart for his future, would not let her quit.
The turning point came when De Young sent out a fundraising
letter to scores of area businesses, service organizations,
and families. She rejected the usual “form” letter and chose
to share her personal story in a very honest and vulnerable
way. Her appeal tugged on the heart strings of potential
donors and told a story that could connect to experiences in
their lives. “I put myself out there, told my story, and people
appreciated hearing that and they responded. Donations
started rolling in,” De Young said.
De Young’s vision and dedication is close to paying off. Will’s
Playground is expected to be constructed at Mary Park in
2023. It will become a model for what all playgrounds should
be, a place where children of all abilities play together.
Our foundation awarded a $10,000 special grant to Will’s
Playground in early 2022. It’s an example of how we, from time
to time, make one-time grants to projects with broad community
appeal and impact.
Photo: Tom Lindfors
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DESTINY DRIVERS
HUNGER
Our grants-making and community
partnerships continue to be guided by
Destiny Drivers. These areas of focus
were identified several years ago through
a process that involved extensive input
from New Richmond residents.

PAGE: 6

LITERACY

SHELTER

PATHWAYS & GREENSPACES

LEADERSHIP
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COMPETITIVE GRANT AWARDS
$41,250 AWARDED

23 GRANTS

GRANT RECIPIENTS 2021/2022
• BASICS

FOR LOCAL KIDS

• FAMILYMEANS
• FIVE

LOAVES FOOD & CLOTHING

• FRIDAY MEMORIAL LIBRARY
• FRIENDS

OF ST. CROIX COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

• FRIENDS

OF THE ST. CROIX WETLAND 			
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

• NEW

RICHMOND AREA CENTRE

• NEW

RICHMOND AREA SENIOR CENTER

• NEW

RICHMOND PICKLEBALL ASSOCIATION

• RIVERWOOD

NATURE CENTER

• SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW

RICHMOND
– PAPERJACK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

• SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW

RICHMOND
– SOAR EDUCATIONAL CENTER

• ST.

CROIX VALLEY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

• ST.

CROIX VALLEY SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM

• SALVATION ARMY/GRACE

PLACE

• TURNINGPOINT FOR VICTIMS

& SEXUAL VIOLENCE

OF DOMESTIC

• WESTCAP

• RIVER VALLEY RIDERS

For details about grant awards go to https://www.nracfoundation.com/grants/
Photos: Tom Lindfors (left), Amanda Lathrop (right)
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Thank You Sponsors

We are grateful to these businesses and individuals for generously sponsoring our 2022 Annual Celebration

JACKIE KUMM

Peter Kling

Jill Steenis

-

PAUL & VICKI

MAYER

SF

Insurance Group

New Richmond Area Community Foundation
PO Box 96
New Richmond WI 54017
www.nracfoundation.com | info@nracfoundation.com

The New Richmond Area Community Foundation
is an affiliate of the St. Croix Valley Foundation, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization fully accredited by
the Community Foundations National Standards
Board and the Charities Review Council.
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