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MISSION
OUR

We choose to be a catalyst and 
conduit for improving the fabric 
of our community.
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Troy Boe
Board Chair

Margret Swanson
Executive Director

LEADERSHIP LETTER

Community. It’s the heart of our name and purpose. 
As a community foundation, our role is to identify 
needs in greater New Richmond and bring together 
the resources and talent of individuals, families, and 
businesses to respond to these needs.

Homelessness and the lack of affordable housing in 
our region remains a high concern. This issue came 
into sharp focus when the Lowrey Hotel closed last 
year and left its low-income tenants scrambling 
for new places to live. We stepped up as a partner 
and provided a special grant to Grace Place for 
transitional support services to these individuals 
and families. Our work continues by educating 
ourselves about housing insecurity and identifying 
ways to build resources to address this pressing 
issue now and into the future.

With noses to the ground on what’s happening in 
New Richmond, board and committee members 
identify emerging needs and opportunities. 
Grant applicants tell us how our dollars can go 
to work immediately to make an impact in New 
Richmond. Through our long-running Leadership 
Trust Initiative, we are nurturing and hearing from 
emerging community leaders. Most importantly, 
people of all ages and economic circumstances 
are stepping up to support the future of New 
Richmond with their charitable gifts to our 
foundation.

It takes all of us to make New Richmond the best it 
can be. That’s community.

With deep gratitude,

“Our work 
continues 

by educating 
ourselves 

about housing 
insecurity and 

identifying 
ways to build  
resources to 
address this 

pressing issue 
now and into 

the future.”

Troy Boe
Board Chair

Margret Swanson
Executive Director
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“We set up our fund so we 
could make donations to 
organizations not only today 
but in the future as well. By 
having our family fund in the 
Foundation we are able to 
direct donations to charities 
that we care about and 
support, yet we can utilize 
the Foundation’s knowledge 
and connections to aid other 
charitable organizations. 
With this fund in place we 
feel confident that our family 
support of the community 
will continue with the next 
generation.”

Dennis & Jackie

Like most funds within our 
Foundation, anyone can 
contribute to the Dennis and 
Jackie Mitchell Family Fund.

Fund Holder Spotlight
Back in late 2015 when Dennis and Jackie Mitchell created their Donor Advised Fund they 
envisioned it as a way to give back to the community and help people in need for years to come. 
Dennis and Jackie are rooted literally to New Richmond through their family farm worked by 
generations of Mitchells. They began directing grants from their fund this past year, and they 
continue to grow the fund with their charitable contributions.
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Grantee Spotlight
We see over and over again how a small grant can have a big impact. Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Northwestern Wisconsin received two $1,500 grants from our foundation this past year to 
support their School-Based Mentoring Program. This program pairs New Richmond High School 
students (Bigs) with Hillside Elementary students (Littles) referred to the program by teachers or 
counselors. The Littles gain guidance, support, and friendship as the service-minded Bigs develop 
mentoring and leadership skills.

“At our core, Big Brothers Big Sisters exists to match children facing adversity with a positive 
adult role model. With the support from New Richmond Area Community Foundation, we 
are able to create strong and enduring relationships for children at Hillside Elementary. It is 
through these relationships that we are able to inspire positive change and shape positive 
behaviors in academics, avoidance of risky behaviors, and relationship building. Together 
with the Foundation, we are becoming allies to our community’s children and defending the 
potential we know they have.”

Wesley Escondo
CEO, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Wisconsin
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Leadership Trust Initiative
LTI continues to transform the lives of up-and-coming leaders - no matter stage of life - as it 
launched its 11th class this past spring. Jody Thone leads participants through this 9-month 
program series centered on uncovering and utilizing personal strengths.

Hazle Cain followed in the footsteps 
of her daughter, Courtney Ballina 
(LTI-10), as a participant in LTI-11. 
This daughter/mother combo may 
be unusual but what they share in 
common with all participants is an 
energized perspective on leadership 
and meaningful connection to 
classmates.

“I was looking forward to 
the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other like-
minded people on a community 
project. I had no idea how much 
insight I would gain in regards to 
my personal skills, and how to 
use them to work in a group. Also, 
I have developed close, personal 
relationships with creative, 
energized people, which has 
turned into such a bonus.

I consider LTI to be one of the 
most enlightening and gratifying 
experiences I’ve had. Thank you 
so much for the opportunity!”

Hazle Cain, Leadership Trust Initiative participant

Learn more about Leadership Trust Initiative at 

www.nracfoundation.com/lti
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62
funds under the 

NRACF umbrella 

Troy Boe
Chair
Realtor/Owner
Property Executives Realty

John Mike, DDS 
Vice Chair
Dentist/Owner
Family Dentistry, retired

Jay Evans
Secretary/Treasurer
Vice President Finance
Frontier Ag & Turf

Father John Anderson
Pastor
Immaculate Conception & 
St. Patrick’s

Patty Berger
Administrative Assistance
New Richmond High School

Darian Blattner
Executive Director
New Richmond Area Centre

Marie Gremore
Vice President, New Richmond 
Office
WESTconsin Credit Union

Mary Hailey
Vice President, Health Economics 
& Reimbursement 
Relievant Medsystems

Peter Kling
Financial Advisor
Edward Jones

Jenny Larson
Mortgage Loan Originator
WESTconsin Credit Union

Susan Yohnk Lockwood
Vice President, Institutional 
Effectiveness & New Richmond 
Campus Administrator Wisconsin 
Indianhead Technical College

Tyson Lybeck
Financial Advisor
Edward Jones

Angela Olson
Attorney/Owner
Angela Olson Law

Rachel Sauvola
Agriscience Instructor/FAA Advisor
New Richmond High School

Staff

Margret Swanson
Executive Director

Leadership
Board of Directors

216
LTI participants 

since 2009

 $230,745
Donor-directed 

grants and 
scholarships

$4,202,112
total fund value as of

June 30, 2019

$26,968
21projects in New Richmond 

NRACF awarded

impacting

New Richmond Area Community Foundation is an affiliate of St. Croix Valley Foundation (SCVF). 
Our finances are controlled and invested by SCVF, and financial reports are available through SCVF.
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THANK YOU
Improving the fabric of our community is only 

possible through donors and partners. 

We cannot do it without you.


