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Philanthropy
Enriching the well-being of others 

Philanthropy is the characteristic most often 
associated with foundations.  The Community 
Foundation is distinctive in that it enables people of 
modest means to collectively enrich our 
communities in extraordinary ways.  

Since its inception, the financial contributions from 
individuals, families, businesses and other 
foundations have enabled the Foundation to 
provide over 160 grants to projects, organizations 
and programs that affect our citizens.  These grants, 
totaling over $375,000, have made a significant 
impact on the donors as well as those who have 
directly benefited from receiving the grants.

Participating in philanthropy--giving of oneself for 
the benefit of all--enhances the community in two 
ways:

First, giving to improve the lives of others

Grants from the Foundation can support education 
and literacy, health, social services, and other 
charitable purposes.  From safety helmets and 
books, to medical transportation and leadership 
development, the Foundation has enriched 
community life with over 160 financial grants.

More than two dozen funds have already been 
established, with both short-term and perpetual life 
spans, whose purposes are either unrestricted or 
specific in focus.  As the Foundation’s assets and 
donor base grow, the impact of the grants to the 
community will grow as well. 

Second, receiving by giving

Donors have indicated that meeting the needs of 
others by actively sharing their money, skills and 
time has given them an unparalleled sense of 
personal growth and satisfaction.  Donor advised 
and designated funds provide a unique way to 
make philanthropy an ongoing part of life, 
engaging families in multigenerational 
conversations about priorities, passion and 
commitment.  
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